persons of African descent in the Caribbean, South American, Europe, and other locations outside of the United States. In this article, we are thus concerned with academic units and professional journals that include a significant research agenda and course content that focuses on African Americans, though the academic units and professional journals may also focus on persons of African descent beyond the United States. Table 1 documents the presence of economists among the leading Africana Studies faculty members, as documented on their Web pages.
1 The list of the most prominent Africana Studies programs and departments was taken from the Web page of the National Council for Black Studies (NCBS, 2004) . The list of institutions in Table 1 includes all programs and departments that offer graduate degrees, as well as several other influential programs and departments. Note, however, that the College of Charleston and Syracuse University are not listed in Table 1 ; Syracuse added an MA program, and the College of Charleston added African American concentrations in their MA programs in English and history as this article was being written. Neither of these programs has any economic faculty members or courses, so our tables slightly overestimate the presence of economics faculty members and courses in percentage terms. Table 1 shows that there are 629 core and affiliated faculty members among the leading Africana Studies programs. Only 11 economists (1.75% of the total) are represented among these faculty members.
2 Development economics is the major professional specialty among both core and affiliated faculty members: the University of Maryland (political economy with a focus on race, gender, alternative institutions, and wealth accumulation); New York University (both scholars focus on African economic development); Yale University (economic history); the University at Albany of the State University of New York (African economic development); the University of California, Los Angeles (urban economics); and Harvard University (African economic development). Traditionally, development economics has focused on the economics of less industrialized countries. In most instances, development economists in Africana Studies programs do research on Africa and/or the Caribbean. If we were to consider only economists whose work concentrates on African Americans (our primary concern in this article), the percentages would go down drastically.
On the basis of a survey of program Web pages, we also examined the number of economic courses required or taught in Africana Studies programs. Economics course content among Africana Studies programs is anemic, representing just over 1% of all undergraduate course offerings (Table 2) . Statistics also represents just over 1% of course offerings. Statistics and economics account for just 2 of 82 courses offered by the institutions we surveyed. No institution has a required course in mathematical modeling, game theory, or regression analysis. Furthermore, even disciplines such as public policy, which may cover some of the same areas as economics, are not well represented in Africana Studies curricula. We note also that there is an economics course offered at an institution (California State University, Long Beach) that does have an economist affiliated with the Africana Studies program. The course description suggests that it is a course on economics topics but not necessarily an economics course. Table 3 presents the results of our survey of professional economists. This survey was distributed over the National Economic Association's (NEA) list server. The NEA is an organization that grew out of the Caucus of Black Economists and is dedicated to the study of economic issues of interest to people of color. This group would therefore contain economists who may be interested in Africana Studies. Although the sample in our survey was small (a response rate of just over 10%), we believe that the responses are indicative of the views of economists, and this belief was subsequently confirmed during the presentation of this article at the 2005 annual meeting of the Allied Social Sciences Association.
Each economist was asked to rank the importance of alternative academic disciplines for Africana Studies. A ranking of 0 meant that the economist thought the discipline was completely useless, and a ranking of 10 meant that the economist thought the discipline had the highest conceivable level of usefulness. The value of the mean ranking was 7.17, with a median of 7.50 and a standard deviation of 1.29.
We separate the disciplines into four different groups: extremely important disciplines have mean rankings 1 standard deviation above the overall mean (i.e., 8.46 or higher), nonessential disciplines have mean rankings 1 standard deviation below the overall mean (i.e., 5.88 or lower), useful disciplines are those with rankings in the lower half of the middle ranked groups, and valuable disciplines are those in the upper half of the middle ranked groups.
According to the economists we sampled, biology, criminology, and communications are nonessential disciplines for Africana Studies. On the other hand, the economists believed that political science, economics, and history are extremely important disciplines for Africana Studies. Notably, economists also think that statistics and mathematics are valuable disciplines, while philosophy, religion, and music are seen as useful disciplines.
Ten of the 16 economists responding to our survey said that they would encourage students to take courses in Africana Studies. Only 1 of the 16 economists was familiar with the NCBS, and he was also the only member of the NCBS. Furthermore, this lone economist is now retired. None of the 5 economists currently working in Africana Studies programs had heard of the NCBS prior to responding to our survey. By contrast, six of the seven Africana Studies department chairs we surveyed were familiar with the Review of Black Political Economy, the NEA's professional publication, and three of these seven chairs were also familiar with the NEA. Tables 4a to 4c report the results of our survey of chairs of Africana Studies programs. This was a survey of the leading programs in Africana Studies, listed in Table 1 . Table 4a includes the chairs' rankings of the relatively important alternative disciplines for Africana Studies. There was substantial agreement with the rankings of the economists, though there were some noticeable differences. For example, the departmental chairs listed statistics among the nonessential disciplines and listed religion and sociology among the extremely important disciplines.
The chairs reported no statisticians among either the core (Table 4b ) or affiliated (Table 4c ) faculty members at their institutions. Faculty members with specialties in literature (21%), sociology (18%), and history (16%) represent more than half of Africana Studies core faculty members, while literature (17%), sociology (11%), history (11%), and music (11%) are the dominant fields among affiliated faculty members. Yet economics, political science, and religion are dramatically underrepresented among either core or affiliated faculty members in Africana Studies, despite the fact that department chairs viewed these disciplines as valuable and extremely important.
The near invisibility of economists among Africana Studies faculty members, despite the fact that economists, department chairs, and leading scholars of Africana Studies viewed economics as a vital discipline, warrants greater inquiry. We believe that there are multiple reasons for this seeming inconsistency. First, there may be no payoff within the discipline of economics for economists who work in or affiliate with Africana Studies programs. As we document below, there is no payoff to economics departments or individual economists who publish in Africana Studies journals.
Second, the professional attitudes of economists may be a factor limiting their involvement in Africana Studies. Economists have a strong competitive advantage in mathematical modeling, statistical analysis, and the strategic analysis of interacting agents. These areas are not well developed within Africana Studies; hence, economists may feel that there is no benefit to associating with Africana Studies faculty members. Because Africana Studies is a mostly nonquantitative discipline, economists may not view Africana Studies as an appropriate or useful employment opportunity. Moreover, it may also be the case that economists stigmatize interdisciplinary research more than do other disciplines. Third, although Africana Studies scholars and administrators value economics content, it may be the case that they are not comfortable with the perceived conservative methodology and implications of economic theory; hence, Africana Studies scholars may be skeptical of economists, even as they value economics.
Fourth, the heavy reliance of economics on statistics and mathematics may create a gap in the understanding of economics by most Africana Studies faculty members. Consider, for example, the chairs' view that economics is an extremely valuable discipline but that statistics is a nonessential discipline.
Fifth, we suspect (but have not established) that there is an absence of advanced economic literacy among Africana Studies faculty members. Except for sociologists, most faculty members in Africana Studies departments may never have taken advanced courses in economics.
There are two other significant barriers to entry for economists who wish to participate in Africana Studies programs. At a minimum, students need two introductory courses before doing field courses in economics. Sometimes Mason, wa students need as many as five courses (two introductory and two intermediate theory courses plus a statistics course) before taking advanced field courses in economics. Much of the material on topics such as inequality, labor market discrimination, public policy, and so on, that would fit naturally in an economics course that would be of interest to an Africana Studies program or its students is traditionally taught within the advanced field courses in economics. Accordingly, an economist who works in Africana Studies or who wishes to affiliate with Africana Studies is dependent on the economics department to providing students with the necessary prerequisites and encouragement to take courses in Africana Studies. Finally, the absence of a good systematic economics text that is appropriate for use in Africana Studies means that economists who wish to participate in Africana Studies will have to devote substantial time to developing reading lists and supplementary notes. Karenga's (2002) Introduction to Black Studies is the starting point for analysis of Africana Studies texts. This is a wide-ranging, general introductory text that integrates both the humanities and social science dimensions of Africana Studies. Although the section on "social organization" presents a variety of issues in which economists have made substantial contributions (e.g., education and transitions in family structure), it is notable that this volume also devotes an entire section to "economic organization." It is laudable that this text introduces students to economic issues. However, Karenga's text is noticeably deficient in presenting both economic data and any of the core quantitative skills that are common to economic analysis. This particular text is also short on economic theory. Indeed, one of the more distressing oversights for an Afrocentric text is that Karenga seems genuinely unaware of the central contributions of Black political economy.
Some of the weaknesses found in Karenga's (2002) text are partially rectified in Banks's (1996) Black Intellectuals. Banks's African American intellectual history does a noteworthy job of presenting ideas associated with Abram Harris. It is fitting that Banks should include Harris in his intellectual history; after all, Harris was the second African American to receive a doctorate in economics (from Columbia University in 1930) and the first African American economist to receive an appointment at a major White research university (the University of Chicago in 1946).
3 Unfortunately, Banks was silent on nearly all modern African American economists, except the conservative economists Glenn Loury and Thomas Sowell. Arguably, neither of these conservatives is part of the mainstream of African American intellectual history. On the other hand, Banks neglected a host of African Americans whose work and lives created the tradition of Black political economy and whose work has received considerable notice among the economics profession at large. For example, Banks mentioned only in a somewhat disparaging fashion Robert Weaver, the first secretary of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (1966 Development ( to 1969 and the first African American to hold a cabinet position. 4 Weaver also served as president of Baruch College (1970 College ( to 1978 Hall (1999) noted the impact of both of these ideas on the history of economic development but discussed them all too briefly, in just two pages.
Azevedo (1998) provided a wealth of material on the Williams and Rodney theses. Unfortunately, this engaging Pan-Africanist and comparative text is rich in historical detail but short on economic analysis. McWhorter and Bailey (2001) and Alkalimat and Associates (2003) , scholars trained in sociology and the humanities, have argued for and worked toward developing an important place for economics in Black Studies research. In their summary of research by Black scholars and in their own published research, these scholars suggest two components of a broad paradigm: historical periodization and conceptual tools. They argue for four historical economic periods, separated by political economic events that gave rise to a new economic regime: African origins, slavery, rural-agricultural society, and urban-industrial society, with the slave trade, emancipation, and migration and urbanization providing the transitions between the respective regimes. The conceptual tools include race (biology), class (economy), nationality (social institutions or organizations and culture), and consciousness. Although we might disagree with their linking race and biology, all of the conceptual tools are now areas in which economics has a great deal to say.
Similarly, Smith (2001) suggested a strong institutional demand for economics. After obtaining survey responses from 140 academic institutions, Smith constructed a composite curriculum covering a wide variety of academic disciplines. The suggested courses for economics include "African American money and banking," "the influence of the economic sector on the Afro-American," "economics of the Black community," and "Black economic workshop." Clearly, these are not course titles generated by a trained economist. Nevertheless, these titles do tell us something quite important: Africana Studies programs and departments are interested in economics courses that provide applied knowledge on the problems and issues confronting the African American community. The urban curriculum suggested by Smith includes courses that are now routinely covered in topics by urban economists: "the Black ghettos and urban spatial form," "urban dynamics," urban and region economics," and "urban economic problems." We observe also that Smith's composite curriculum includes a mathematics and statistics component, which should include such courses as "Black statistics-survey and method," and "Black mathematics." Taken literally, the mathematics and statistics courses suggested by Smith simply do not exist. But considered broadly, the suggested courses suggest that Africana Studies programs train students in statistics by analyzing data and issues that are at the forefront of the imaginations of students. In other words, rather than training students in very general statistical methods and then allowing the students to solve specific problems, the courses suggested by Smith would start with particular issues of concern to African Americans and then demonstrate how statistical tools might shed light on these issues. Similarly, we interpret Smith's call for "Black mathematics" as a call to teach students game theory and mathematical modeling within the context of issues and problems that are central to the lived experiences of African Americans.
Talmadge Anderson (1993) wrote an introductory text to Africana Studies that takes an explicitly multidisciplinary approach to the subject. This work includes sections on history, sociology, psychology, arts and the humanities, political science and economics. Although the effort is to be applauded, it suffers in each of the chapters from being written by a nonspecialist in the area. What is different in the economics chapter is the author's assumption of the development of Black economic thought. Whereas in other chapters, Anderson assumes that there exists a sufficient base of disciplinary knowledge to address issues of the Black community, in the economics chapter, he begins by saying, "However economics is one of the most important areas of Black ideological leanings that still remain grossly undeveloped or unwittingly neglected." Floyd Hayes's (2000) edited volume A Turbulent Voyage is a reader used in many Africana Studies courses. This book is a collection of journal articles from a large number of different fields that examine African American life. Parts of two sections of the book contain contributions from economists or coverage of economic subjects. One of these sections is on the Black family, with the views of Glen Loury pitted against those of William A. Darity, Jr., and Samuel L. Myers, Jr. The other section covers the political economy of the African American situation, with Harold Baron, Daniel Fusfeld, and Timothy Bates contributing. In addition, there is a paper by Melvin Oliver, James Johnson, and Walter Farrell, Jr., examining the Los Angeles social unrest of 1992 from a political economy perspective. Unlike many readers in Africana Studies, A Turbulent Voyage has substantial economic content, if one were to quantify this in terms of pages; economics or economic issues constitute roughly 18% of the book. These two books neatly capture the difficulty of producing introductory textbooks for an interdisciplinary field. When there is an attempt to produce a unified economic approach to the study of African American life, the project fails because by necessity, the material can only superficially cover economic theory. And when economic approaches are used, there is a lack of a unified theory with which to examine the economic conditions of African American life.
Peer-Reviewed Africana Studies Journals
We also wished to assess the presence of economists and economicsrelated articles in general interest Africana Studies journals. Primarily, we relied on two highly used electronic search facilities to establish the appropriate list of journals. JSTOR archives complete series of academic journals, grouped by subject index. JSTOR's Africana Studies subject index includes eight titles (Table 5 ). Typically, current-year journal volumes are not available on JSTOR. The Institute for Scientific Information's Web of Science is an electronic citation index facility containing separate indices for the natural and behavioral sciences, the social sciences, and the arts and humanities. The Web of Science's social index is the electronic version of the long-established Social Science Citation Index. Additionally, we included the Western Journal of Black Studies and the International Journal of Africana Studies on our list because they are widely read general interest, refereed Africana Studies journals. Also, the International Journal of Africana Studies is the official publication of the NCBS. Souls and Du Bois Review were included because they are emerging publications. Du Bois Review is a Harvard publication with an impressive editorial board, but it began publishing only in 2004. Souls is published by Columbia University, with a founding editor, Manning Marable, who has a long list of political economic publications. We omitted from the list field-specific journals such as the Review of Black Political Economy.
Scholars conducting an economics-related literature search will have considerable difficulty locating articles within the most prominent Africana Studies journals. The Journal of Black Studies is the only JSTOR-indexed journal that publishes social science-related articles. None of the 12 most important Africana Studies journals is currently listed on the Web of Science. Because there is at most one economist among these 12 journals, it is also highly unlikely that these distinguished publications will attract publications from economists, and it will be difficult for these economicsrelated publications to attract the attention of economists.
We do not wish to suggest, however, that these journals do not contain publications of interest to economists. During 2004 and 2005, the Journal of Black Studies devoted an entire issue to race and economics in Brazil (Volume 34, Number 6) and published articles on social security privatization and African Americans and globalization and the digital divide (Volume 35, Number 3) (Appendix A).
Nevertheless, even if an economist wanted to publish in an Africana Studies journal, there is little incentive to do so. Refereed journal publications and citations of faculty publications are an important element for determining the national ranking of economics departments, and they are important for determining economics faculty members' tenure, promotion, Mason, wa 6 No Africana Studies journal published a review of this volume, even though it was explicitly concerned with developing a Black political economy perspective, and it was aimed at an audience that had not had extensive training in economics, mathematics, and statistics. Indeed, we were unable to locate a single citation to the book in any Africana Studies publications. Other works that have been ignored by general interest Africana Studies journals include Stewart's (1997) African Americans and Post-Industrial Labor Markets; Mason and Williams's (1997) Race, Markets, and Social Outcomes; Darity and Myers's (1998) 7 In addition to detailed analyses of labor-market and other forms of racial discrimination, the edited volumes by Stewart, Mason, and Mason and Williams contain papers on the intersection of race and the economics of crime, health, housing and credit markets, entrepreneurship, worker organization, culture and identity, affirmative action, gender, and a host of other pressing social issues and public policies. Indeed, each of these publications, which have been summarily ignored in the pages of general interest Africana Studies journals, also contains specific policy suggestions and actions for constructing an "Afrocentric" political economic agenda.
Conclusion
Over the past 30 years, Africana Studies has developed as an interdisciplinary field. Although much attention has been paid within the field to the humanities and the arts, much less attention has been paid to the social sciences, in particular economics. This is the case despite both chairs of Africana Studies departments and economists claiming that economics should be an important part of Africana Studies.
We suggest that the following reasons partially explain the absence of economics within Africana Studies:
• The hierarchical nature of economics makes it more difficult to teach courses in other disciplines, because the students coming into these courses are required to have a substantial number of prerequisites.
• Because of the conservative nature of economics departments, coupled with the lack of incentives to publish in Black Studies journals, there is little academic payoff (in the narrow sense of professional advancement) to economists engaging in work in Africana Studies.
• Economists have a negative attitude toward nonmathematical interdisciplinary fields, particularly Africana Studies.
• There is a possible perception among Africana Studies faculty members that economists are conservative.
• There is a mathematical and statistical gap between the disciplines.
• There is a dearth of good texts that integrate both economic issues and theory with Africana Studies issues, both theoretical and material.
To address these shortcomings, we suggest as a beginning the following recommendations:
• Encourage African American students to take economics, calculus, and statistics. Teach statistics and economic theory in the context of course content.
• Include quantitative courses in graduate programs in Africana Studies: game theory, mathematical modeling, mathematical statistics, and regression analysis.
• Encourage Black Studies journals to publish special issues focusing on economic issues and theory.
• Encourage the addition of economists to the editorial boards of Black Studies journals.
• Include in the Review of Black Political Economy an explicitly interdisciplinary section that deals with economics and Africana Studies.
• Encourage the editorship of Africana Studies journals to make efforts to list their journals on the Web of Science. 
Appendix B Detailed Listing of Required Africana Studies Courses

